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Abstract
This lesson was designed for a seventh and eighth grade art class, but it also fulfills standards in language arts and social studies. The main purpose of the lesson is to encourage students to use the computer to collaboratively research information about art and art history.  Using the Internet, students will work cooperatively with classmates to learn about an art movement in which they are interested. As a group, they will complete a research paper and an original piece of art in the researched style.





Summary
This is a five week project that involves the use of cooperative groups comprised of three to four students.  Each group will use the Internet to research information needed to write a report about an art movement and create an art piece in the style of that movement.  The information will be presented to the class in an oral report. The process by which the groups will complete the assignment is as follows:
· Each group will decide upon an art movement to research.  For example; Impressionism, Realism, etc.

· Using the computers in the computer lab, groups will perform a search on the chosen art movement and will gather information and examples of and about the following:
· Major artists involved in the movement

· Important innovations 

· Political and/or historical events that impacted the movement

· Specific examples of art pieces created during the movement
· The following is a sampling of sites available for student research:

· Web Museum at http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/ for artists and styles

· National Gallery of Art at http://www.nga.gov/ for images of art pieces 

· Metropolitan Museum of Art at www.metmuseum.org for images and information

· After students have gathered information about the art movement they are researching, they will then work together to replicate an art piece in that particular style.  Depending on the movement, students will use various art mediums to complete the task.

· The researched information will then be compiled in the form of a research report to be included on a display board along with the piece of original art work the group created.  Each report will include resources listed in correct formatting.
· Groups will present their findings to the class.  Once all groups have presented, the boards and art pieces will be showcased in the school’s media center.

· Groups will be evaluated three times: by their own group, by the class, and by the teacher.  The average of the three scores will be the final grade.  The evaluation tool will be the following rubric:
	Rubric


	Categories
	One Point
	Two Points
	Three Points
	Four Points
	Five Points

	Facts and Research
	No facts are listed 
	Only 1-2 facts are listed 
	3-4 facts are listed 
	4-5 facts are listed 
	More than 5 facts are listed 

	Element Description
	The elements are not described 
	Only one description of element 
	2 descriptions of the element 
	3 descriptions of the element 
	4 or more descriptions of the element 

	Resources
	No resources are listed 
	Only one resource is listed 
	2 resources 
	3 resources 
	4 or more resource 

	Overall Appearance
	Not organized; sloppy 
	Kind of organized; did not type paragraphs; not on poster board 
	Somewhat organized; some typing; used poster board 
	Organized into sections; typed paragraphs; Titles and headings clear 
	Organized into sections; typed; titles and headings; decorated display 

	Artwork
	Piece has no details; no value changes; messy 
	Piece has few details; few value changes; messy 
	Piece has some detail; some value changes; is neat 
	Piece  has many details; uses many some changes; is neatly done 
	Piece is detailed, with many value changes, and is neatly done 


The following table is a brief overview of the timing of the project:
Project Timeline

	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Weeks 4 & 5

	· Groups formed

· Groups come to consensus about topic

· Research begins in the computer lab
	· Groups continue research in the computer lab
· Work on art piece
	· Research complete
· Assembly of final presentation

· Complete art piece
	· Present research report and art piece to the class


Pedagogical Support
The idea of students working collaboratively to create and take ownership of their learning is supported by the Constructivist theory. This theory has its basis in the idea that learning is a constructive process where the learner is building a personal interpretation of knowledge. According to the theory, learning is an active process in which meaning is gained through experience. Learning and growth, according to Constructivists, comes from the sharing of various points of view and the resulting change of inner ideas in response to those perspectives. (Bednar,Cunnigham, Duffy, Perry, 1995).   The project allows for collaborative work that is student directed (the art theme is chosen by the group), thereby support by Constructivist theory.
More pedagogical support for the process of collaboratively researching and creating an art exhibit with a common theme is the theory of Engaged Learning Jones, Valdez, Nowakowski, and Rasmussen (1994).  Engaged Learning, in part, theorizes that learners are successful when they are responsible for their own learning.  Learners do best when they are self-regulated and able to evaluate their own accomplishments.  Also, learners do well when grouped for collaborative work.  By providing this opportunity with cooperative groups, performance based assessment (rubric), and student directed research, the art history project is supported by the pedagogy of Engaged Learning.
Financial Support

The students will be using the school computer lab to complete the project.  Funding is already in place for the upkeep and maintenance of the existing lab, so financial support is not a factor in this project.

Standards Support

This project is aligned with the National Standards in Fine Arts and Visual Arts.  Specifically:

· NA-VA 5-8.3 Choosing and Evaluating a Range of Subject Matter, Symbol, and Ideas 

· NA-VA. 5-8.4 Understanding the Visual Arts in Relation to History and Cultures 
· NA-VA. 5-8.6 Making Connections between Visual Arts and Other Disciplines
Practicality Support

This project is designed for seventh and eighth grade students in a middle school setting.  Middle school students spend one hour per day, five days per week in an Applied Arts program.  The project is designed to be completed over a five week time period with the first two weeks spent in the computer lab researching information.  The third week is spent in the classroom and the computer lab compiling the information into the form of a research report.  The fourth week is spent in the classroom creating an original art piece and the fifth week is spent in the classroom presenting group displays and research to the class.  Basically, all work is completed at school and ample time has been given to ensure work completion and student success.  In addition, with the emphasis on cross-curricular collaboration among teachers, this project supports students in the areas of Language Arts and Social Studies.  Students are performing a variety of tasks that support their core curriculum courses, such as research, writing, and learning about historical influences on culture. 
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