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Course: EDT 655 Issues and Trends in Educational Technology
Location: Mission Valley Campus, Tuesdays/Thursdays

Instructor: 
Greg Shorts
gregory.shorts@natuniv.edu
phone: 619-328-0171
Textbooks

Required text:  George Lucas Foundation (Ed.) 2002. Edutopia: Success Stories for Learning in the Digital Age. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 

Required text:  LeBaron, J. F. and Collier, C. 2001. Technology in its Place: Successful Technology Infusion in Schools. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 

Required software:  Microsoft Office Suite – Word, PowerPoint and Excel. 

Course Description
This course will look at the wide range of developments in technology and investigate the trends that are impacting the field of educational technology. Topics will include the development of learning communities through constructivist leadership and educational reform including the use of technologies to bridge gender and race gaps in traditional fields of academia, i.e. science. The course will also discuss the important issues related to the basic principles of professional behavior and ethics (e.g. privacy, ownership, access, equity issues and/or emerging educational approaches) with respect to students, peers, administrators and teachers from all environments (K-12). In addition, students will develop a multimedia application that shows how technology is being integrated to support their ability to teach, and students to learn, using technology. 

Course Requirements

1. CTAP Assignment (6 points)
Complete the online survey and then copy your proficiency chart summary into a Word document to submit to the instructor. Due June 9.

2. Case Study (6 points)
During the first week of class you will sign up for a day to present a case study. This presentation should be 10-15 minutes long.  You may present on any article that was published after 1995 as long as it is a primary piece of research (i.e. an experiment, survey, observational study, etc.), not a secondary resource.  The topic of the research must include technology and education.  During your presentation, please summarize the article, and then provide three discussion questions, which will lead to a brief classroom discussion.  You may use PowerPoint to facilitate your discussion, although it is not required. You will be graded on your presentation skills, the relevance of your chosen article, and your ability to conduct an interactive discussion.
3. Midterm (20 points)
Due Wednesday June 16.  Each question is worth 10 points. Be sure to use at least 3 outside sources (other than text books) to support your answer for EACH question. 

Question 1: 
Imagine a student beginning school today as a kindergartner. What are three skills you feel he/she will need to be successful? Suggest a pedagogy that includes technology for how education should help him/her obtain those skills. What role will his/her teacher(s) play along the way? 

Question 2: 
What do you think are the future applications of such forms of communication for you and your students - especially as PDAs and laptop computers become ubiquitous in the digital classroom? At what age and stage do you think students should begin interfacing with digital communications devices and why? What tools and strategies could be used to enhance learning in an on-ground and an online classroom?

4. Final Exam (20 points)

This is an in-class final made up of 2 parts, which you will complete during the Saturday 1-4 exam time. You will first create a brief 4-slide PowerPoint according the topic prompted, and then design a standards-based technology lesson in Word. You will complete this on the Saturday meeting, June 26.

5. Essay #1 or #2 (20 points)
You will have a choice of two essay topics (see below).  Submit one of the following two essays by Monday June 21. 
Essay #1
This is a formula essay and should meet all of the following criteria for full credit.
1. Your essay will consist of the following: 

1. Select a chapter from Edutopia (e.g., “Adaptive Technologies”). Review additional literature about that topic. Synthesize the information from the chapter and the research to provide an explanation of the topic (2 pages maximum). 4 points  

2. Demonstrate how technology can be used in a K-12 classroom using three examples of constructivist teaching, including one example from Edutopia.  You must cite from the text and support any viewpoint statements you make (1 page). 6 points 

3. Provide a one page synthesis using the summary and examples; discuss what you have learned and how this reading has impacted you with respect to your role as an educator using technology in the classroom. You may also use examples from case studies in Edutopia or from the Internet.  If you refer to the book, websites, or other resources you have discovered while doing research, you must use the appropriate citation. 6 points. 

Be sure to follow APA format - 4 points (this includes a cover sheet and reference page). Cite 3 references other than the textbook; one reference must be a professional journal.
                                                                 
OR

Essay #2
To synthesize what you’ve learned so far, consider this question and answer it with a 3 page essay. Use at least three outside sources (other than the textbooks) to support your answer. Be sure to follow APA format (this includes a cover sheet and reference page) to answer this two-part question:

In a subject that you teach or plan to teach (math, social studies, language arts, science, etc.) list 3 things your students need to learn. Then provide concrete examples of using technology to teach each of the 3 items.  Explain your answers thoroughly with citations from your sources.  Sources you can use to find information about incorporating technology can include (but are not limited to) the following:

A research-based journal
A teacher's publication
Scholastic.com
Education World
T.H.E. Journal
District Administrator
Research studies found in ERIC

6. Final PowerPoint Project (20 points)
Due Wednesday June 23.  Using PowerPoint, create a show that can be used with your colleagues to demonstrate improvements in their current teaching situation related to the information you have learned in this course. Imagine you would use this PowerPoint to conduct a professional development workshop for your teacher colleagues. The level of sophistication of your technology in the slide show is not the key point here: developing a tool that you can use collaboratively with others, providing feedback, and making use of a learning environment inside the classroom are the key components.  You may make your show as simple or as complicated as you like, but please use images, sound and web page references (as resources).  See the grading rubric for specifics.

The purpose of this assignment is to synthesize and apply what you have learned in this course.

Here are some steps to get you started:

1) Approach this as a problem solving task (Would that be a good model for constructivism?)

2) Using the case studies and information you have read in your two textbooks for this class, as well as other research and readings in the course units, brainstorm ideas on how technology and methodologies have been used to solve a problem (s) in the classroom. Use a piece of paper (or use a computer software program such as Inspiration).

3) Think about how you will communicate the problem and the solution using a slide show built in PowerPoint. Remember, when using a multimedia slide show, articulate your main points using bullets and short, snappy phrases.

4) Remember, even if you are not currently in the classroom, the audience for this presentation will be used your colleagues. As the syllabus states, this is to demonstrate improvements in your current teaching situation related to the information you have learned in this course.

5) You may make your show as simple or as complicated as you like, but please use images, sound, and hyperlinked web page references (as resources). How many? This will be up to you. Sometimes the "Keep It Simple" (KISS) principle is best. Too many bells and whistles will detract from the content. What is your message?
Point Breakdown
	Assignment
	Points

	Attendance/Participation
	8

	CTAP iassessment
	6

	Case Study Presentation
	6

	Midterm Synthesis
	20

	Final Exam
	20

	Essay 1 or 2
	20

	Final PowerPoint Project
	20

	Total
	100


The grading scale for this class is as follows:
	LETTER
GRADE
	NUMBER
GRADE
	GRADE POINTS
PER CREDIT
	GRADUATE COURSES

	A
	96-100
	4.0
	Outstanding achievement

	A-
	90-95
	3.7
	 

	B+
	87-89 
	3.3
	 

	B
	84-86
	3.0
	Commendable achievement

	B-
	80-83
	2.7
	 

	C+
	77-79
	2.3
	 

	C
	74-76
	2.0
	Marginal achievement

	C-
	70-73
	1.7
	 

	D+
	67-69
	1.3
	 

	D
	64-66
	1.0
	Unsatisfactory achievement

	D-
	60-63
	 
	 

	F
	0-59
	 
	Failing

	A means Outstanding Achievement

B means Commendable Achievement

C means Acceptable; Marginal achievement

D means Unsatisfactory achievement

F means Failing


	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings Due
	Assignment Due

	1
	Sat 6/5
	Unit 1: Technology and School Reform
	
	

	1
	Sat 6/5
	Unit 2: Best Practices
	Edutopia: Part 1, Section A : Project Based Learning +
Technology in its Place, Chapter 1: Using Technology to Enhance Student Inquiry
	

	2
	Mon 6/7
	Unit 3: Reaching out to Learners in New Ways

	Edutopia: Part 1, Section B: Social/Emotional Learning +
Technology in its Place, Chapter 6: International On-Line Learning: Cultural Issues for Educators
	Assignment #1: CTAP Online Assessment

	2
	Wed 6/9
	Unit 4: Assessment and Curriculum Planning with Technology
	Edutopia: Part 1, Section C: Assessment +
Technology in its Place: Chapter 2: Curriculum Planning for Technology -Rich Instruction
	Case Studies

	3
	Mon 6/14
	Unit 5: Transforming Professional Development


	Edutopia: Part 3, Section A and B: Teacher Preparation and Ongoing Professional Development + 
Technology in its Place, Chapter 5: Staff Development for Technology Integration


	Case Studies

	3
	Wed 6/16
	Unit 6: Community and Partnerships
	Edutopia: Part 2, Section A, and C: Parent Involvement and Community Partnerships +
Technology in its Place, Chapter 9: Strategies for Creating Successful Corporate Partnerships +
Technology in its Place, Chapter 8: Building Public Support: The Politics of Technology Transformation
	Midterm Due
Case Studies

	4


	Mon 6/21
	Unit 7: Social Responsibility and Technology
	Technology in its Place, Chapter 4: Technology and Learning: Getting the Story Out
Technology in its Place, Chapter 3: Technology for Urban Schools: Gaps and Challenges
Technology in its Place, Chapter 10: Using Technology Appropriately: Policy, Leadership, and Ethics 
	Essay #1 or #2 Due

	4
	Wed 6/23
	Unit 8: Communication and Technology
	Edutopia: Part 3, Section C: Leadership Development
	PPT Present-
ations

	4
	Sat

6/26
	Final Exam
Saturday
1:00-4:00
	 
	Final 


PAGE  

